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Status Bun

Yes friends, this IS the 25th. Annishl You can get further issues by
various devious means..such asi-
1. ‘riting a LOC on this issue and adding two 13p stamps (You
overseas types can onit the stamps , .unless you have any
nice commenioratives . .especially ispace' ones
2e Sending me trade issues of the various magazines I'm arter.
KRead further in the nag, or contact ne if in doubte..we'll
worls something oute.
3, Cash subseeetwo issues for £2,00, or for $3.00 (bills, not
cheques) you can get FOUR issues.

Sadly, mailing ERG inth a vacuun just doesn't appeal to me, S0 if an
X appears in the status boX above, it is telling you this is your
1ast issue unless you take actione A 2 in the box indicates a
repinders..write/stamp as many of ¥ou do..or for others it is a sign
that your next issue may have the X there. Sounds brutal, but
after all, this is for fune.eand it's no fun slaving over typer and
dupcr and then getting no feedback. So you will write, won't you?

Tlsewhere in this issue, I hove to include the first pages of
» sanvlete ERG Indexs This will not necessarily appear every issue,
only when I can spare the spaces I hode it will prove useful to you
KRG Collectorss

and when the UK gdition of ASTOUNDING correlates with its parent
magazines. 1 eabinate it will run to about ?J pages and you can have
a computer printout for 31.00 inclusive of postage.

The Commlete DOWN MIMORY.BANK LANE (80+pages) is now rradye ALL
12 instalnents, plus tho ERG covers which illustrated it, plus the
two parodics, 1G..8 AMD THE CUCUMBER OF DEATH? and t'LAST STAGE
TFLECTORSMAN! as well as 2 brief histury of the series, A limited
cdition of 40 copicse.cight of which arc alrcady spoken for. Tou
can have o numbered copy for £2.,00 which includes post & paciing,
and as a bonusse.for £3,00 I'L1 include a copy of ERG IN THIE USA, 1950
and 1982 trip report. (F2.00 or g3.00 USa)

Renember, only 32 copies loft...first come, first servedl

BIDS arc now open for all the original artworlz used in the series.

T have be:ahworking on a Cross-Checklist giving details of how



Secience fiction is cramred
with horiles of assarted and
wonderful robots such as
Adam Link, Jay Score, 'The
Humanoids! and so on. Sone
are so superlatively made
as to be indistinguishabke
from human beings..Helen O
Loy and Asimov's, R. Dancel
Olivaw being prime examples.

The Hmanaid Robot

5 3

FACT OR FICTION ?

Wle cheerfully suspend our
disbelief and accept such
creations in our literature,
but how likely is it that
such beings will ever cater
our real lives? No doubt a
majority of fans would say-
"Wary soan!'s For confirmr-~
-ation of this they might
goint to such modern marvels as computers, car-building machines, silicon
¢tipsss.and of course that American tdomestic robot' which keeps getting in
the limelight,

But hang on a momenta...cach of these (and many other devices)
nay be the bees' knees — but try to bolt, nail, screw, glue and solder the
beet bits of each into one chassis and the result wil) bear less reaomblance
"o a humanoid robot than to a mobile junkyard. So just what criteria should
we Lay down for judging a robot? Let's forget the human-look-alike version
aad settle for something more like a standard Asimov typea..functional and
only vaguely human...two arms, legs, cyes, a head, hands and feet will do
for cpeners. ot likely to focl anyone into thinking it a human being, but
able to pinch hit for one in most operating situationse. I'd suggest the
following requirements for such a device:-

7« General eppearance and size to approximate the human form (It has
to work in our enviromnment and use our equipment)
2, Hovement to be similar to the human body..with neck, waist, leg,
arm, ankle and wrist joints as a minimum
%« Sensesee.touch, sight, hearing, specche..and an approx-
imation to 2 pain sense to keep it out of
incidental damage.
4, lYental abilitics on a par with the average
human.
Se Limited self-repair equating to our
recovery from colds, broken bones etce
6« Ability to operate at or near full capagcity
for around 12 houns without re-fuglling.

If all that sounds a tall crder, remember
# wan and woman working togethor can achieve such
¢ sonstruct in nine months,.thoaugh admittedly, it
then talkes many yecars to program the thing to a
Ievel where it can operate recasonably welle.
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Doing the job non-biologically is quite a
dif fercnt proposition. HMeking a basic
framewerk to resemble a hwaan body might not
prove too difficult...cven giving it the
required joint mobility might not prove an
insuprrable barrier, although I suspect the
task of getting the required flexibility and
strength at these points would send the
designers scrcoming up the wall. Small
motors and adequatc gearing might do the job
of arm muscles..but imag nc the hassles of
getting that arm to 1lift a fifty ppund load,
twist it sideways through a gap and rotete
it into an awkward positions.e.then operate a
screwdriver and soldering iron to secure it
in places..and pack all that into OFE arm.

self-focussing cycs wotld- probably prove
casy..as would speech and hearing, but how
about a scnsce of balance? ©Oh, you can fit

g e mercury switches to tell the robot it is

abent to fall over, but what adjustments docs he then make to avold doing
557 An in~built gyroscopc perhaps? Not ,only would it have to be pretty
powerful to keep him upright, the poor critter would have great problems if
he tried to bend downe.the precessing gyro would whip him round in a flat
spin! Problems, always problems.

Powering up our robot would also prove &
headaches Batteries (such as we have now) would never be up to the storage
output demande. MNew plastic batteries are in the works, but even they lack
the stamina of the human body and its demands ovuer a working dayes Offhand,
T suspect one of those little nuclear rcactors they use in satellites might
be handyc.but would they be light enough? Have enough
power output?..ond be sufficiontly well screencd against
1illing off everyonec around via radiation? Again,
their opcrating temperature may be higher than we may
wanteeeno fun sending the hired help for a gallon of
ice cream if he brings it back in ligquid forml

1lell then, what about the brain? Fit a
somputer obviouslys..cxcept that we arce nowhere
noar fitting the required memory storage into a
svace the size of the human broine..let alone
n11 the pre-programmed ROMs for various
cperating modes. Right now, computurs are
nibbling at pattern recognition, but except
in a very crude way, they bogglc at picking
out one face from another., TFor that matter,
when you consider the variety of writing
styles and printfaces met in a day, I doubt
i7 we can even exnect our robot to read
everything put before him. As for licking
n stamp, driving a neil, or reversing a car
whilst chatting up the passengers...there's
still a long way to gos...even despite the
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fact that almost half the adult population of the
country is below averoge in intelligences Getting
our mechanical man to upsrate anywherc near thelr

level will not be cmov, on 2 brighter note, that

‘pain! feeling might not be so tough to simulate.
therrcecoples would warn our robot of excessive
heat or cold and miniaturce sviain-gauges would

Jo for a scnse of touch..but how do you manage to
fit 'em all over the outser surface so that the
robot knows he ought to pull a finger out of the
door, or his toe from under a packing-casec? By
comparison a tbroken arm! might be cesy to hande,
just unscrew the demaged part and bung in a new
ONCa

Then there's that *domcstic robot! ‘lhere
docs that fit in? 'ell, it can »ol1 to and fro
on a fairly flat floor (stairs, cr even cxtra thick carpots are beyond it)
Tt con 1ift o thing or twoa..or push o vocuum clecner back and forth..if
‘e applionce is first fitted into its hand and plugged into a wall sockit
t¥ gomeone &lse o.Big Decall Herc in Sheffield, Professor Thring has made
sachines which can 'walk! upstairs, but their lumbering, gear-whirring and
Iabourious ascent is a long way from 'walking upstairs', and anything like
a spiral stair, or ladder would blow their fuses. Visitors to computer
r3irs and watchers of 'Tomorrow's World' will be familiar with the robot
mice! which can (with good luck anl a following wird) thread their way
through a mazces.and once having done so, can repeat the process with casce
asrry, but these are the lawest of the low as far as thinking robots are
concernede. Very limited modes of forward, back, left and right sums up theiz
70bilitys.and the *brain' just records contacts made by limit-switches on
the mouse's perimefer.

Probably the mest familiar ‘robotd! are trsse featured in that
superb Fiat commcrcial...happily (?) twisting, turning ond spot-welding
sway at one car chassis after another before scnding it along to the next
‘robot? via a secmingly sclf operated truck. Sadly, wonderful as these
machines are, they merely follow a set of instructions pre-programmed into
thome..move that chassi back or forth six inchese..or replace it with a
different model, and the robot would cheerfully weld thin air ..or ram its
arm through the windshield {(which according to its program, docsn't exist)
in order to work on somcthing which ought to be where it
is recaching,

The plain fact is that whilst wae may be
ablc to simulate most (not all) of a human's
ac.ivities.e.we are 2 heck of a long way
from sramriing all the simulating devices
irto a humon sized frameworke

Scioncc marches on, but I'm
willing to go out on a
ind and s we!'ll not
se:e a real wumanoid .
oot in our life- 5§=‘3
LaCSeess /
Want to bet ?




: ED{:‘ O This ji%em first sppeared (c. 1958) in a Leeds
- Lj o  based fanzine called 'Orbit', It seemed
appropriate to include it here.

Ro, the Bot, dozitronic automaton wass happy.
Indeed, he even ground his gears with pleasure as he
carried out the menial task allocated to him by the
works' foreman. Things did not always go so pleasantly
for Ro, only yesterday, he had been piven no currents in
his voltage for making a simple mistake. Dielectric
oozed ont of his condensers as he thought of it. After
all, the foreman had clearly said, ''File These papers.”
It was only later, when after Ro had been forced to pick up all the paper
dust, that he had tried to make out he had meant Ro to put thm into some
little metal boxes along the walles

Such humiliation! Re began to feel less happy. More dielectric
cozad from his joints as he recalled a further ignominy hcaped upon him.
Arother worker had stuck a placard on his backs..'RO, THZ BOT, PIXILLATED
PYSKY! Biassing a surge of current in his throat, Ro continued doggedly
with his latest task, This time he meant to lo 2 really good jobe. The
instructions had been absolutely straightforward when the foreman said
slowly and clearly, "Go and fill me this vacuun flask'', then, as an
afterthought, he had added, '"And to meke sure there's no mistake, I want
a drink of tealV

Ro faildd to sec any connection, but presscd on with monontonous
rhythme Liftss.picrcecesetipesdiscard, lift..picrcesetips.discard, Liftesss
On end one he worked in his little store room, until he was interrupted by
the ear-splitting tones of a kooter signalling the lunch break, Discarding
the last container, Ro rose to his fcet and went in search of the foreman.
After searching all through the factory, Ro finally found the man in the
very storercon in which Ro had been working. He was standing amid the pile
of discarded cans with a very benused expression on his face. To handed
over the vacuum flask and to brecak an embarrassing silence, askcd if the
foreman had been able to get the cup of tea he had wanted.

The foreman glared at Ro, bogpgled at the vacuum flask and Re began
te fecl a bit unstable in his third harmonice Somcthing seencd |
to have gone wrong apaine. "What the red hades or scarlet !
nether regions isn't there any red tea in the criimson
flask?! the man asked politely, "And why have all thesec

tins been opened?d . :
"Orders, sir," rceplicd Roa. ''You

told ne to fill the vecuun flask, so I did.!" He
stooped and picked up onc of the tins, then turned

it to show the label to the foreman. I used N
these to HENNERT CRE.'* The foreran went gently \§§ ”55’
med as he read the instructionsee.. R W

'PIERCE LID TO RELBASE VACUUM!



by Terry Jecves

One can never recall the
Pulp JAre without waxing nostalgio
) over the many Superheroes as thay Tougire
with, and triumphed over, impossible odds .
Some of them were so outstanding (and naclk)
thnt entire magozines were devobed to their doudsa
Mo mal or that such yarns are almost totally unrce dolis
by today'!s standards... quite a lot of today's yar.s arc
narcadable as scon as published if we're going to be picky.

v

Sarlier in this scries, I mentioned the sagas of G-8 AITD HIS DBATTEA
WO .. Tor newromcrs, G-8 was the all-American masterspy, ably aided LY
1L all-fmericen Ouarterback 'Bull! Hertin and the all-diriinutive ippy!
estons Occasional supporting roles were played by the nanservant fllatsl ot
“+-ken all-Englishiuan) and the glanorous fenale spy, R1, This brave vand
ought flying wercwolves, zoribies, tiger nen, voodoo witchdoctors, giant
rnuscles and o horde of other ghastlinesses brought against the Allies by
+1 5se nasty lunse..usually with the evil Herr Doktor Kreouger behind taer.,
wreny so often, when bested Dby G~3, the Herr Doktor would lose an ari, L.
.we or other insignificant portion of his, anatonys. only to cone back later
nasticr than ever, with yet another horrific weapon. In every c¢plsode,
-8, Sull, or Hippy (frequently all of tenn) would get bashed on the head
two or threc tines with the butt of a service mvolver..or perhaps get their
sknlls creased by a Lumer (or Spandau) bullet..thus rendering then hors-de-—
~orbat for a page or twoe. At this point, we werce often supposed to think,
15 irosha«G=0's dead,.woe, WOE . .GtCie..but inevitably, he always caue back
and clobbered the opposition, '"hat really puzzled ne, is how none of the
rierry band sustained serious brain injury and becarlie punch-drunk. Haybe
medienl scionce hadn't discovered this donger in those days.

D311 Darnes was an intrepid (post-war) airman who had is own AIR
TRATLS nagazine. .which was drollingly illustrated in other nagazincs by way
5f adverts for the thing. For sone strange recason, renainder coples never
c2me uy way in the 3d stacks of the local dealers, so I never had the jov
of reading about his doings. However, I did acquire the odd copy of DUSTY
AYRIIS AFD IS BATTLE BIRDS | gset in the near future, _ ¥
Dusty's plone could fly at 300 nphll as it fought .
off the attacks of the Black Mmpire from 'the
wast’! A guotee..’Let we be the first to congrat~
uiste you Captain Ayres, he sniled at the lean,
wipd~bronzed pilcte. I an sincer.ly happy that
our (tovermient has scen fiL to place this trust upon your ~

shotLdnrs Das byt ceply 2?22 YGoshis




Theon of course, DOC SAVACE had his own nagezine
wherein, thanks to inexhaustible funds Iron a Soih
american goldnine, he was able to fight supovhuwian
batiles against incredible nenaces. Mot aloue. he
was aided by his henchrnen, Monk,llam, Renny, Johnny
and T.ong Tories.cach of whon was the absolute tops
sn his own ficld..with only Doc krowing nore arout
it, ilow and then, Doc's luscious cousin Patricia
Savage was called in to add a spot of feninine
intereste ALl worien fcll, hopelessly, for Doc,y but
sirnece Pat led the field in brains and beauty..and
was after all, only a cousin..on¢ night dreeamn of
her finally capturing his heart..if he didntt do
his uvsual scarcd-of-girls trick of blushing and
venishing into the background. Cluttering u» the
storr line¢, and somctines helping the horoes fo
¢scape wone deadly trap, were the two peiSess
fabeas Corpus, a pig and the ape, Chenistrys beth
; of vhich had nore brains than any connon hoodlunis
Thanks to a rigorous training prograniie (which nust have consuned at lcast
-1f of uvery working day), coupled with a supcrb physigue, Doc coped with
sundry pscudo-~scientific attacks.sthat is, until 'Up I'ron The narthts Core!
ih wi-oh even his steoel nerves werce shattered by an encounter with the

5 wil hinsclfe.and his ridnions. This event caused oven the fecarless Doc To
gocean in terror, then flee in panicl It was an ignoninious swan songe
iint only did our idol have feet of clay (nothinz 1like nixing up o mess of
nstephoes), but he even had to share that issuc with enother hero..in
rother nagazine. Doc's final epic took up . -
WHLT o7 a Strect & Snith's DOTECTIVE HMOMTHLY, '
with the other section being an adventure of
THY MOON MAN, This character was a beyond-
the~law crine-buster, alter-cgo of Detective
gteve Thatcher who happencd to be son of the
Police Chicfe. The 'Hoon Man' tiyle cane fron
2is habit of cavorting around bencath a long
black cape, with his face consealrd behind the
one~way plass of a large fish globe..presunsbly
-ith the Tish renoved. Whilst detectives haa

to play by the rules, the Morn Man, once he

had cornercd his adversary, was guite eapablo of
perforating hin 1ike a colanders

The gangster-ridden Anerica of the pulp
days saw rany such crine-busters = 2
notable one being THE SHADDW. IHe..can you
guess? wandered around in a long black
cloak with his face hidden bencath the
brikn of a droopy black hate This didn*e
prevent the occasional glimpse of his
strangely glowing cyesSe..or nuffle his
hoarsely whispering voice. Ior did these
oncuribrances inpede the use of his
autonatic pistols as they spat lcaden death




into all the naushty gangsterd.

Then there was THY SEIDER, nastor of rexn.
By & rore coiucidence, he wore a black cloak
and keph his identity hiddon behind a black
naslkcs ¥ reckon that cloak nakers and the
nanufaciurers of black dye nust have nade a
pood living cven during the Depressions As
with others of his ilk, when he renoved his
working tozs, he was rcvealed as Richard
Wentworth, sociaiite, H'™, now doesn't that
renind you of the Scariet Punpernickle ?

The clean~cut, braove, All-Ancrican
Governnent agent OPERATCR 5 needed none of
these disguise ginmiicks. liis assignnents always
seoried to invelve fighting off the nmany weird and
often SF-ish threats to his beloved honeland. He

did nearly all these superheroes., The gimnidck was
obvious. Older readors could identify themselves
with tlhe great nan hinsclf..and experience their
vicarious pleasures without any of the danger.
Those too young (clironologically or nentally) to
sec thenselves as Operator 5, could of course
picture themselves in the role of his trusty aide
who got lured, trepped and ghreatened at least
once in every issuce...and who occasienally saved
the bacon for his chief when the latter wes in a
pavticulerly nosty situations.such as strapped to a chair and irmersed to
the neeck in a swiiting pool..with the water level gradually risings Oh,

I kncw Supernan would drink all the waters.but Operator 5 was (alrost)
hunane

Cf course, not all the 'onc~nan' nogazines featured heroes
THE MYSTIERIOUS WU FANG was a sinister Oriental
Irininal nastermind bearing considerably rore
than a passing resenblan® to Sax Rolnerts FU
MANCHU, This charactur had his long finger-nails
into 2ll sorts of unsavoury pies, with unptecn
sinister-slant-eyed ninions lurking in every dark
corner . Strongely c¢nough, WU PANG was written
ry Rolbert J. Hogan, chronicler of G-8 AND HIS
BATTLE ACES, When Wu Fang finally bit the dust,
vhe publishers resuscitated a clonesJR YIN SIHG
who survived for an even shorter period., One of
thuse days, soneonc will do a docteral thesis on
tie sinister Oriental criminal in fictuons.hope
e reuenbers Dr, Ku Sui the opponent of 'Howk
Cavset, Fleningt's 'DR NO! and one or two others,

I rentioned 'Howk Carse! baek therc..he was the space hero bu-un.
child of 'Anthony Gilmore! (R Bates/Hall coubination)s.he had many a ciacgh
with space piratese..and of coursce he would often brush back a forelock
wiich 2o used to cover a scar on his forehead..put there during cone oi his
ciashes with the Birdster Criental Crininal Ku Sui, The 'Hawk! was cne cf
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those heroes who never got his owa maguzire, but
lived only in the puges o) ASLOUNDLEG, Another
fanous series hero was PRUFESSOR JilSSON who s 5 ; :
was creatsd by Neil R Jones for AMAZING. The 8) ; 7oy
professor left instructions taat on his death,
his bedy was to Le placed into a rocket and
fired into Tarth orbit where it would be preser-
ved forcver..(an idea recently re ‘'invented' by
an Italian)e Xons later, all humans are dead
and the Professor is discovered by a nomadic
race of machine-men, The Zoromes. They bring
him »ack to life..as machine man 21MM 392 and
off they roam through space having adventures
as they gos

Mo less a person than John V.
Canipbcll Jr jumped on the series wzgson..not
once, but several times,..he vperad witi- the
largz-scale, Smith~like space operas of Apcot,
Mov2y and Yadeeao.then with his Twilight/N -ght,/
Machine series in ASTQUNDING. .and moving over
to THRILLING WONDER STORIZNS, he came up with
the two accident-prone space travellers,
PREION & BLAKE. I must admit for a sneaking love for this happy pair as
iheir ability to sfumble into trouble was only exceeded by their skill in
escaping it againe

Stanley G. Weinbaum created VAN MAMDERPOOTZ, a crazy

inventor who preceded Kutiner's inebriate GALLEGHER by inventing such cdds
end ends as PYGMALION'S SPTCTACLES..which allowed our Wooster-like hero to
~peate his ideal and fall in love with her. I was greatly annoyed when one
of thesc yarns copned the cover of WONDER..to show a gilant machine eating
up carsese.on reading the story, it turned out to be a little model which
growled when it saw a photo of an autos...cheatl

g¢£3\~—¥_A
2141 312 AL

Another great series producer was B.D.Smith PhD..opening
«éth the sga of Messrs Seaton and Crane in their SKYLARK scrics of space-
pafte..cach one bigger and better than the last. Their arch enemy was a
character called !'Blackic' Du Quesne...and so popular did he becowe that
Dee actually named the final Skylark story after him...a2nd has hin morc or
1ess reform to aid the fight against an even biggoer menace.

Indubitably, Doc's
grecatest contribution to ST
and the supcerhero field in
general is in the creation
of KIMBALL KINNISON and the
Lensman series. It is now
almost 50 years since I
lashed out all my pocket
noney to a stall holder an.
carried home in triumph,
all six episodes of whav
was then, the first in =i~
series,.GALACTIC PATROL.
That cost me 1/6d (74p) fov
the lot. I got them hone
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anAd La2d a terrific weekerd with the fight
a,-ainst Doskonv. and later, as sequels (and
prequelc ) folloved..with 17loor and Zddores

Sadly, it has become fashionable nowadays
to denigrate the Lensman sories..largely
because the writing style does not match u to
current (and oftcn pointlessly bland) ficticn,
Anittedly, it was space operae.sadnittedly,
it was haclt in that dialoguc was fecble and
the characters purc black and white. So Wi ?
Thot is what people read and enjoyed back tione
Tt wos head and shoulders over most of the
contenporary pulp SF. How many of you can
read Shakespeare, Chaucer, Shelley's Trank-
ensteint, or Swift's 'Gulliver's travels! with
enjoyaent? Doc wrote for his day..so letis
stop bademouthing him because his days isn't
alive nowe0K? [ wonder how many copies of
!Dragondreck' or 'Saga of The WitchWot Gesswot !
series will still sell as well in 50 years.

KiMsALL 58
WINMIACN

Nope, Kinnison was topses.and with hin
came some of SF's greatest 'inventions...the Black Hole like 'negaspheret;
the ‘Sunbcam a»d of course the BRRGENHOLM. In NMicholls' momm *h Incyc=-
Topedia Of SF much is made of the tspindizzy' and its rationale..but not a
word is piven to the Bergenholm and its superbly worked out background &F
incrtioinss flisht and 'intrinsic' velocitiese..plus the 'Nutcracker!
weapon it logically createde.

The tronsition to 'modern!' SF proved too tough for Doc...he made
nuwrercus attempts, but none was mewmorable in any waye. Howewer, so familiar
his name, they even uncarthed one of his garlicy yarnse..'Lord Tedrict,
put it through the nincer and refurbished it as 2 novels It bore little
veseomblance to the stories which sparked it...which may have been why the
rhost writer (Gordon Tkrund??) dare not sign his name to the thing, but let
it go out as 'by E,D.Smith PhD’, Tedric, and another spineoff, the Fomily
dtAfembort hacked away, but can never be countod as even *Mini-herocs'e

A.Z.vanVogt took his scparate short stories and united thenm to create
THE TOYAGE OF THZ SPACE DEAGLs..and also did a siwmilar job with his WCZAPON
SHODPS OF ISHER. Isoac Asimov united his robots around Susan Calvin and his
POUNDATION stories also mad. up into & hefty collections,..but rone of these
epies produced a superhero. We had many minor ones though..Slippery Jim
DiGriz, '01d Doc Methuselah', 'Gerry Carlyle' and so on...but the passing of
tic pulps secms to have put paif to fheir rankse A great pity, as I can't
vaise much of a head of steam over today's anti-horocs fighiing off threats
+o dolphins, menaces to our ecology, or beating their bosoms over the
cozrens state of the world's affairs.

At which point, that lady at the back will burst at the scams if I
con't face up to the questiones.'"WHY NO SUPERHEROINES?" ‘lell, as wo all
t 274, that is one of those guestions which has a variety of answers, cech of
wit.ch explains part of the nissing distaff sides For openers, even ncv.
after 50 years of nagazine S, most SF writcrs are nales..ané nost of S8
is read by ren. HNaturally enough, the writers find it ecasier and the
oditors find it begter for their sales, if nost of the stories hinge around
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nene After all, there »ve herdus of women's wungazines on the newstands, and
T % %%t sed +he1r readcrs and woillers holleri.g for more nen-slanted talisa
Anciher faceL, is that des spite all the tub-thunping, our world is still

largely geared to certain tasle being done mainly by none..front~line
service, sihip's captain, airline pilot, space exploration, prize~fighting
and so ons Becausc of this, it might even scen ludicrous if a writer had
his heroine fighting off the hostile dolphins, taking maternity leave and-
then zooming off to Alpha Centauri. Oh, i} might comce..but at the moment,
cour nental sets (chauvinism if you like) are against it

Having said that, one nust in fairness point out that we have had
some notable female heroines..l.Jdirel 0f Joiry was one, Weinbaun's !'Black
Filame?' another (not to aention his earlier, 'Red Peri'), Good old Jghn
Russell Fearn crcated THT GOLODCN AMAZEN and nearer to the present day, we
hav » £the TELZEY AMBERSON stories of the female telepath. Then of course
Drs, Susan Calvin had a good run with the robots and Heinlein has nmade one
o™ two of his chicf characters into wonen.

So ruch for men and womene..but we nustn't forget that in SF, one
c¢ar. aluays have other central characters...how about in robotics? We had
Adam Link, onc of the first mobots to be both altruistic and idealistdic and
o brealk the Frankenstein noulds Zrie Frank Russell produced Jay Sceore for
iie 'MEN,MARTTANS AND MACHINES!(assembly of yarns from ASTOUNDING, There
were the Hunanoids from Wing IV, not to nention ocodles of Asimov robots ancd
Gag from the Captain Future yarns. Then of course, I think it was John
Beuynon who gave us 'The Lost Machine! wherein a robotic creature fron Mars
i5 so put upon and harried by locals that it runs into a barn and nelts
itself into a pool of molten metal,

Aliens also abounde..there wos '0ld Faithfult', who jumped on a comnet
to make the trip to Tarth, Worscl, Tregonsce, Nadreck and a host of others
were lesser heroes of the Lensman series. Ve nustn't forget DARLINNAN,
that tough little centipede-like creature who crawled into our hearts with
MISSION OF GRAVITY...or the character Ken-something or other who featured
in the same author's ICEWORLD, DIric Frank Russell gave us 'DEAR DEVIL ‘with
ils gentle, helpful and ghastlyglooking aliens...and dozens morc. Heck,
¢von computer programs are hogging the spotlighte..first we had the one
which planned to take over Larth in Hoyle's A FOR ANDROMUEDAese.and now Analog
has run two {or three??) yarns about the intelligent program 'VALERTDE?,.I
nust adnmit to enjoying the first...and hating the pot-boiling follow~UpsSees
but kind lady at the backss..wouldn't you class Valeric as a female heroine?

Onc thing about all the superheroese..and their dinunitivesese we
remember (and love?) them for one very good reason. Before 21l else, they
entextained us..passod away many a happy, if idle hour and left us with
pieasant nenories. If, after thot, they also impressed us with some great
truth or hidden MCSE2EC e s -EO0 nuch the better, but one thing we scem to lose
sight of these days, is that SF is FICTION and one of the prime purposes of
fi¢tion is to entertaine If you want a message, emulate Sam Goldwyn and

“i1 estern Unione.or subscribe to Newsweelk, Hansard, Red Star and all the
cthe> tracts, pamphlets and news-sheets floating around....but hands off
o XM uPoovthat should be for fun. '

THE END
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comitents marked thus...))

{((vit
Eric MAYER *I don't know that there are
S==S====S= ywo fandoms, but there are Two

ways to approach it. One approach, yours

and, until recently, mine, is to worry
only about the fans you like, your own
readers and correspondents. However, there
iz a Narger! fandoms Those who vote for

' overseas trips, for Hugos, and for con

| GOH positions sre more numerous than one's
friends can bes I've observed in my brief

fannish lifetime, that at any one time 2

.- - very small, periodically changing group,

because they are active,have inordinate
power to hand out these perks. It's a political game, has nothing to do
with creative fun or friendliness. Conaider your cases 44 yesrs a fan,
26 years pubbing one titles..and never a GOIl ({(Too true, sob,sob)) I couldn¥
believe il, especially in the 1light of the do=nothing, or do~negative
politicians who are regularly GOHing. Let's face it, it's because you've
done your own thinge. X}RG has always been one of my favourite fanzines, yet
none of the current British critics, the TAFT and DUFF types, ever mention
%, They'll go on and on about fanzines which haven't published as many
icsues in 5 years as you publish in one. A1l the current British BNFs
haven't published 88 issues put togethere. It would be nice though, if
someone like yourself could be a GOH, based on accomplishment rather than
bodng in the proper groupe ((Being an interested party, all I can say iGee
‘Fave suitcase, will travel?)) Dy the way, I notice you miss by a year
beting ERG 100 coincide with Haslley's cometb. (((Prust a damned comet to cone
casr. v and upstage mel)) No Calendar this year? I've gotten a kick out of
‘to 4984 edition which is over my typewriter at work. (X cought a cold on
that oncesbefore the evont, everybody wanted one..when I produced it, I was
iaft with 30 spared)) Though your cover this time is quite good, 1t isn't
o1sie Jeeves either ((Not surprising..88 was done by Lddy Dean, 89 by Ted

EugicBess.have faith, I did the vertiginous cover for this is8uesNooI0N)

"y UIGHRS ERGitorial interesting, almost a pocket DMBL with you going
10 Lenmore R4 on about 'Cities In Flight! and The Dean Drive', I enjoyed
Whitefield the genuine DMBL, Part.11 even mofe« It covered the period

Manchester M25 65R  of my SF apprenticeship, showing me what I missed in
the fannish world of those dayse. Loved 'Last Stage
Reflectorsman' = a perfect bit of ersatz Smithsonia. Gave me the shivers
to read of those 'hard-driven, ravening screens's You don't need to apol-
cgise, Doc Smith would have had difficulty telling it from his own work.
‘‘30k me right back to my first reading of 'GALACTIC PATROL'. .which proves
trhe o0ld magic is there if yog wanted to invoke it seriocusly. As a nmatter
of fgct, I believe Dave Kyle did a Worsel' novel which I wgs never able to
get hold of. (('Dragon Lensman's.he also did one about Tregonsee, and
another on Nadrecke...and if I know Dave, another will be in the works))
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PAMELA BOAL I'm always grateful for VRecent Reading®, this edition no
thiiEi;eéiiwgzs axception. I assume 'Broken Symmetries® had its origin
Hantage OXO% ' in the varicus power plant and chemical plant disasters

! ¢ of recent years. Recent events in India have made such
stories obscenely apt.//FPor some years I've had mixed feelings about Cons,on
the one hand I have regretted missing the opportunisy to meet with the people
I talk to through miness Cn the other hand, when I have read reports, I've
wondered if I really want to go to such events - were they really my scenc?
Your report has cheered me no end, yes, at least Novacons are still the kind
of gathering that some of my fondest memories are made of..and yes, it would
be worth my making the effort to start going again. (((One thing to check orn
Pam..at Novacon, the fan room was only approachable via & long staircase
when the book room was locked..2nd several steps when it was open))

IAN COVELL
2 Copgrove Close
Berwick Hills

Tt is nice to read your reminiscences of British Fandom
and the developing world it evolved parellel withs It's
Middlesboro somewhat odd to think that some fans, small names among
Clevéiand ' the thousand nsmes of fans, have become the names 1 only

think of in terms of novels and short stories. DNicer to
sece that once upon a time, people parodied (deliberatgll)E.E. Doc' Smith
where today, they write novels and pretend they are homages (Goldin &l3¥lund)
While I again disagree with your method of parody (destruction and death) .
at least it was honest. ((Disagree all you like, Ian, but that's what those
yarns dcalt in,.large scale fighting...maybe youw would prefer writers to
Tet their characters fight with cream-puffs at 20 paces??))

ggIgoilﬂgSAY Alas, for memorics of magazines that might have becns Still,
Lgneham your fFuture Times' is certainly rare. Dare I sugpgest there
ﬁUET%i%%A might be a carcer in producing “destined to be rare™ SF

magazines? (((Yes, if you could produce thousands of highly
coveted onepshote, and then sit back and wait for 50 years))) A 'Man Of
Copper? novek, and so cheapl I'll rush out and buy them at the

local newstand. Maybe he uses the various cxercise gadgets

you mention on the following peges. Perhaps he would be
willing to do testimonials, I must admit that I tend to
enjoy reading about all the various gadgetry now avail-
able; I am an unashamed gadget freake. I don't often buy
(after all, I'm not entirely stupid) but I do like
playing with them (except when they don't work, then
they infuriate me). ((Right on, cobber. Right now,

It strugsling to get a Bech/lpson Screen Dump to work,
but I'a badly handicapped by sheer ignorancee..it took
me two wecks to find out how to get the Beeb to drive
the FX80 for simple printout. lust admit, I'm a
gadget~lover myself, but prefer to make them when I
cane...thus we have umpteen drill specd controllers,

film asnimation rostrums, clock contr-
olled appliances and my pride and jo¥y.
a bedside clock/console (home-nade)

which controls lights,clock, bed lamp R &&y' .
elcotric blanket and the TVIM) | \\\Q / IWﬂ W
L’L%?f*'?'
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{?g ﬁgﬁﬁhﬁuse Ave T wouldn't call myself a perfectionist, but typograph-
London Ei7 8AT jcal errors DO bug me, and fanzines are full of 'em -

but then (ERG89 p5) you tell me that a gyroscope ‘'moves
along the line of pish’ and all is forgivens ((Ah, you spotted the deliberatve
test mistake, @id yow?))) DMBL introduces me to Fanzines As Was - really
neate, keeno publications like the BSFR, IR, OF and similar Great Creations
of the pasi; and I wonder whether fandom can indeed totally have lost that
generation of fen = erudite, tidy, thoughtful, unbiagsed by a decade of
trendy leftie 'teaching' (come on now Terry, you were a teacher in those
davs now come the whcle educational system became irradiated by leathsome
militents?) ((As a teacher I was taught NEVER to inflict my political and
other beliefs on the children..THAT has gonc now..indeed, here in Sheffield,
the Left Wing Cobuncil has started writing their views into school documents
and head tcacher's orders..to make sure the noxt generation knos what they
ought to think...talk about Big Brotherd Thus, they can plug their views
osbut when I try to root for my side in ERG, I am accused of being 2 fogey,
rezctionary, stupid, solid etec etc. Nowadays, fanzines cen plug the left,
bul woe betide any freedom of specch trying to plug the Right))) Is there
i~deed, any hope of a return to the sanity of the fifties? Or are we doom=-
ed to the unending flood of Joseph Nicholasites and Joy Hibv ertisms? Is
TRG iandeed, the sole mmaining mirror of Times That Were, the only hopc for
what most fen scem to regard as traitorous fascist racist tendencies,
chauvinistic obscenities and gonerally degenerate antipopularist laissecz-
raire Ricardo capitalist Capitalism? ((Ah, you never know. FPersonally, I
Gon 't want to use LERG as any sort of platform..but nowadays, so many fen
ninp the Cruel Thatcher/harsh Govermment..save the sterving work-shy that I
just have to cheer for my side.))

_égﬁg%hggF%gRY T went to sec DUNE this holidaye All the professional
Ha1ll Green critics I rcad classed the film as ‘incomprehensible; in .
Biruinghom particular, they said they couldn't understand why the spice
SR was so important. They must have been aslcep during nost of
the performance, as the significance and effects of the spice nelange were
explained very clearly in a prologue spoken by the Princess Irulan. To be
foir, Dune is such a big and conplex book that something has to suffer in
orics to get it on film (((The audience ??))es Some characters disappear,
-#-35¢ others like Chani and TFeyd Rratha are reduced to cyphers. Large
churks of the plot are also missing. The ornithopters are converted into
.eall little flying wedgos that sound like a Buck Rogefs?' ship without the
sparkler. But, all things considered it is a tremende
ously *ood effort, Some things arc even better than
the book, like the marvelously nmutatced Navigator in
his tank and the peculis nmethod of space travel,
(or should I say Spice Travel?), Kyle Maclacilon
~ certainly looks the part of Paul and doos a
decent enought job, although I fellk he could
have been a little nore haughtye..and less ready
to sniles Tho still suits are excellent, but
for the sake of clarity, the hocds are nissing.
I was sorry they saw it to do away with the
- flowing desert robes too; and for some reason
' they decided all the Reverend Mothers had to be
" bald, but oven with this -disfiguremcnt,Francesca
innis is quite stunainge '

N




ITHEL LINDSAiL

69 Rarry Rd I visited Phil Rogers just before they moved, and help-
Carnous tie e¢d with the packinge. The first thing was to help pack ..
Angua DD7 7QQ his Astounding collection. The work kept getting halted

as I stopped to admire some of the early covers. (I know

just what you mecan, I had the same trouble when working on the 'Complete
Astounding/Analog Index))) I really enjoyed your zine memories, but of
course I share them, which gives the article extra zest. (((Remetiber the law
suit of Ashworth v Lindsay' ? I still have my copy tucked away))' I do wish
you had made your Con report longer..I have decided to skip the Leéds Con
next year, (((Yep, the starting price plus a two hotel venue is a bit off-
putting))) but am being quite tempted by Albacon, as I can get therc quite
cheaply with my BR Railcard. ((('Treid I don't qualify until Oct.1 1987))
ggﬁgiziiiggh A 'Matter Of Gravity'! is an interesting orticle with its
Edinburgk 10 mention of sciences..and even better, science fiction. My

oUrg compliments for including this sort of article on a specific
SP theme. I liked your wind-up Seargill cartoon, but if memory serves me
correctly, there are fewer LOC pages in ERG 89. My own opinion is that I'd
like to sec four pages of LOCs (((Your wish is my command..herewith page &)
'Recent Reading?!, I like rcading about new books/editions that are availablc.
EYE QF CAT by Zelazny sounds good, but I didn't know of its existence tefore
reading ERG {(Which os course, is the whole point of Recent Readinges. to
let pcople know whatts around)))

ROGER WADDINGTON

=
4 Copmereisl St It's a relief to turn to the saner pages of ERG, and

Norton. Malton that's an unsclicited testimoniall Found the feature on
v 1k h? Y017,9Es fanzines particularly interesting. It made mc realise
oTkshlre that when so many people did so much to establish this
csurious thing colled Fandom, can I do less than give my all as well? It've
becn tempted to corssfandom and fanac off, then along comes a zine like ERG
cr CRYSTAL SHIP, to show me what it's all aboute Didn'y chuckle so much over
‘Last Stage Reflectorsmant with that feeling of '"Whe used to read this guff?!
{not the least for fceling you might suddenly appear behind me with a big
hommer saying, "I USED TO'"] because I still have fond memories of the
original, (((Sc do I, but I can still get a kick our of sending it up)))
There's only one thing you don't mention in your review of the Shinden kit,
whetheor any came off the preduction line. (((As for as I know, only ONE was
built, and after a total flying time of less than four hours, it wound up in
2 Museum in the USA))

R.J.FAULDER I was surprised to hear that Charles Chilton was still

P.0, Box 136 productive ((Of crud))s I'm too young to have encountered Jot

Yanco Morgan. Perbaps it would be best not to bring the radio

WSy 2703 serials backe I find that Star Trek, which inspired nostalgia
Australia for my early highwschool days, does not bear reeviewing well.

J{For my money, I'd rather re~view ST than wcfch for the first time, such
drekx as 'Battlestar Galactica', 'Logan's Runt', 'Mork & Mindy' and all that
other dross foisted on us as 'Sci-Fi'..2 term as bad as the naterial which
it is used to describe))) Like you, I remember thc Popular-Science mags, but
Ay editions muat bo later than yours. Rather than buying them, our library
31 bound editions aveilable. (((Shows the UK is a long way behind Australia
docsn't iteseour library has no such manna. I must admit though that the
rciern ones arce dull..and jam-packed with details of the latest Detroit
aasos, campers, and how to cure their foullts and foibles)))
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GLJ‘IDE TO Tl_!E (Being the text of a 1962 manuscript
Xge. o —

found floating in an empty oxygen bottle
at the back of our coalhouse)

AN
‘ansdy

Tn view of the recent advances in
space exploraetion it is the duty of every
citizen to become acquainted with a knowledge
(TX of the vast recalm surrcunding us. Having
$Jeeme L8 attended a lecture on this subject (even if

* 7@"‘..":.'._'.,
! hearing it slightly imperfectly), I fecel
SO'_ A SYSTEJ\/‘ qualified to aid those who have been
scared by the textbooks, bewitched by
words, bogrsled by mathematics and bewildered by the concepts involved. A
minimun of methematics is required and the merest emidgin of scientific
knewledgeee.with but these tools, what follows may be understocd by the

average mMOTONe ...+ of all, forget all previous ideas. A totally empty
brain is an ideal starting point. lNindless idiocy would be even better, but
onc can't have everythinge Now, take an old vacuum flask, carefully
extract the fragile, glassy inner part and belt it gently with A R
a hammer as shown in FIG,1 Look inside the remains of the osﬁ (d“
double 1ining and if you look carefully, you will sce ‘(’1;
NOTHI:IG. This is rcally a vacuum, but we technically-minded

pcople refer to it as SPACE. If you have good eyesight, Qo

yon will be able to scc SPACE even better. Now imagine

lots and lots of this stuff stretching away in every

dircctions Some cxperts call this ‘outer space',lempty | vacuum
space?, or even 'decp space' Hold this concept firmly in 4:}*5K

your mind and at the same time envisage a huge chunk of N
pre-war 00al (the kind that burns without being soaked in FIGe1
peraffin)e. Picture this flaming away like craszy, right in the middle of
your dollop of spacce That is the SUN, s dirdy great ball of fire mtiraly
surrounded by NOTHING, Astronomers call it a 'G type' Sun, this 1s most
likely to facilitate rowordering if ours over gets lost or runs down. it
has a whagking great diameter of ever so many miles and is oxceedingly hot,
Lut so far, nobody has cver becn there to verify this. On a clecar day, the
Sun can often be scen from the British Isels - sometimes, for minutes on
»md, If we were to approach it very closoly (after first putting on plenty
of sun-tan cream) we could scc the long jets of fire which it throws out.
Tiacse arc known as 'PROMENADL® and I recall guite clearly that they reach
as far as somcwherc-or-other, perhaps even further than that. So
you can soc just how big they are,

Having lcarncd all about the Sun, let us now imagine
e o we are in a jot planc flying away from the SUN at a Terrific
“Conw spcede To avoid highor mathomatics, I'll not tell you the

real velocity which is probably Top Secret anyway, but you
iinow how fast those things go. Well, if wc travel at top specd for a long
timee.hours, months, wecks or so, we shall eventually reach a black line

-yuich goes risht round the Bun. Looking @ bit like a2 squashed circle it
iz called ORBIT and is one of those imaginary lincs (like the Egquator)

wuich people like to draw on mapse This particular orbit belongs to Mercury
hocauge he found it first, but sinee Mercury isn't a man, but a whacking
sreet chunk of rock, it's difficult to sce how it could gind anythinge
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FIG.? Shows our jet plane passing Mercury. The-
planct is made of rock, not icee..if it were ices . &R
the Bun would melt it and we should be passing %
watcre Anyway, Mercury is smeller than the Sun i g
and may cven be smallor than our Earth,.unless it oo oyl
is bigger, Almost certainly, it is one or the other . -¥WEIENIESTY.

sothot is if it isn't the same size. Being near the Sun, it is probably

a good spot for holidays, but we mustn't hang around its orbit for too long
or it may come specding along and knock us for six {very simple mathematics)

Heading on outwards, sooner or later, but I'm not sure which, we
come to another black Yine marking the orbit of Venus. This is another
planct, end since it is bigger than Mercury, it is probably bigger than the
Farth..unless Mercury is so small thot Venus can be bigger than it and
still be smaller than Earth. Not that it matters much as nobody lives
there anywaye The books can tell us a lot about Venuse.how it is hot, dry
and arid with a rain soaked dusty atmospherc above the hard-baked oceans.
However, the clouds of bdiling steom make it impossible to sce the surface
S0 we move on again..this time, until we reach an ORBIT which has a wigply
black line spiralling around it.

This mcans we hove reached the Earth, and that spirally line is the
srbit of the Moon as it travels around use. No necd to study this sct up,
since we live herc, we know all therc is to know about Earth, and %he moon
was visled by Jet Morgan mony years ago, and more recently by an EGYPTIAN
ca.led Nasa. So, on we go at full throttle and after quitc a2 while, maybe
«ven longer than that, we reach MARS

-

(y

-, Mars is sometimes callcd the RED PLANET, possibly because of its
E.g&.eb“_ colour. In any case, it must be very wet as it has ice-caps
: i§§9 ond canals. No doubt resembling Venice on a Bank Holiday.

PL - I gather there is quite a long of drinking on that planet

as one hears of Mars bars. On the other hand, maybe Mars
bars something or other,.if Mars bars drinking then they
won't be boozers after alla The orbit of Mars is rcally in a mess, as it
has TYO moons twisting around it. They are called Damon and Pythias..stich
is ilartian for tAbbott and Costello' I believes Both are much too small to
be of much use to anyone. Indcced, the smaller onec is much inferior to the
lorger onc and the conversc is cqually certain unloss proved othcrwiscs

Oour next trip must be with Prudence (or Mobel, if you prefer) since
#lis arca of space is littered with a laad of junk callocd ASTEROIDS, Not to
be confused with HAEMORRHOIDS, these are chunks of rock left around by the
tuiiders when finishing off the Solar Systems Another theory is that they
sro the debris of a planet which exploded..which is daft, how could ANYTHING
vake a planet explode ? ' ,

Leaving the Astcroids, we come to a thick black line with

s mply oodles of others piralling around ite...it looks rather like the
field diagram for a bar magnet in a solenoud and tells us that er have
woached JUPITER and its cartload of moons..maybe even more than half a
cozen (more simple meths) This is only right, since Jupiter is the bigiest
v2anet and has lots of Methane which must be very nice for Jupiter. I'm
rc% too sure just what Methane is, but it must be important as all the
pooks mention it., Jupiter is also noted for its high 'G'..an obscure
weint which probably means that it has its own private Sun, thus making it
very warm and cosyse.apart from the measles, as it has a BIG RED SPOT, poor
tuingg , .
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Our next stop is at Saturm, a wory hapny world, os it is now
engagedo..at least, it has o ring. It must be 2 micc place for Saturnians
to live, assuming there 2re any Saturnians in the first placce. They also
have Methane hansing around, so the stuff must be pretty important..maybe
for lighting fires..wasn't it Shadrach, Hethane and Abednegoe who used the
stuff to light a fiery furnaoce?

Next comes Uranus, about which most books seem to know very
1ittle, probably becnmuse having get so far, the writers arc getting tired.
It must have somz moons, either that or it is a2 very lonely place on a dark
night, No doubt there is some Methanc kicking about, but not very nmuch, or
Jupiter would have come and pinched ite Uranus (the peoplc arc called
cither Uraniums or Urinals) is eithur very hot or very cold..the booka are
a bit doubtful about this, but all arc firmly agrocd that it certainly onc
or the other, they are willing to bet on it.

On we travel to Neptune, which obviously must have plenty of
wator for that bloke with the trident to muck about ine. The inhabitants
whon any are found, will be called 'Nephews' and will breathe Meothane II
which can't be as good as the ordinerv sort, or Jupiter would have got it
insteads Not much is known about Naptune as by the time authors reach this
point, theyt're recady to knock off for lunch, so rush along to the next
worldcesse

oe.which is called Piuto which means 'Lord of The Something
Or Otheresenot Lord of the Rings, as it doesn't have anye. I believe it is
aver-run by funny little dogs and that some sort of fuel pipeline was first
giscovered herc. I suspcct that Lassic liwed herc onces.on her way back to
Seotland after being discarded by her cruel Unclo. Bet she didn't like the
Mothane. Letters take an aowfully long time to get hore, so Pluto can't be
very much different from Znglond.

So now you know everything about the Solar System. Nine
slanets (more simplce maths), some wandering chunks of rock (lettered through
the centre) and a whacking big Sun. Siwple really, anyonc could have
thought it upe.

In addition to this 1little lot, thore are other things named
'COMICSt, Thesc arc balls of firc (Ilarrison Copyright) with long tails
sticking out the back and only come along every three wecks, or three
centurices or sonc similar period. When caught, they are made irnto such
fireworks as 'HALLEY'S COMIC*.

S50 far away that you can't sec them, so you'll have to take
my word that they oxist arc dollops of stars called NEBULOUS aftcer a Scots
ST magozines They also include clouds of hot gas like the tag ond of a
Party Political Broadcasts Occasionally, you nay mect a RED GIANTSwhich are
I fancy, 62iled Communists or clapped out baseball playerse WHITE DWARFS
riay bo found clustered around SNOW WHITE (A laundry). Then there are
M= TRON stars {(who acted in the recent Disney movie), QUASARS, PULSARS and
SEYFERTS may also be found if you know what to lock for. Many of these
things are joined together by dotted lines (to avoid confusing them with
ORBITS) and-thesce form CONSTIPATIDNS. Some famous CONSTIPATIONS ARE Orionts
Belt, the L nsdale Belt and the Endless Belt. For convenience in folling
idiots, many of the CONSTIPATIONS have been put in boxes called SINUS OF
g ZODYAK and can be used for making prophecics which never come trues
My of these objeets move away from us at high spoed, this is collod a RED
$AFT becau e of its resemblance to pcoople escaping from Moscowe A man
called Ipstein made a model of it all and called it RELATIVITY after his

Tamily.
Bn=l¥e No doubt about it, Astronomy is a fascinating subjecte
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THE TRUTH ABOUT SPACE TRAVEL Humour
- Orpaviews :
Cover: Surrealist castle/hills/witeh/rocket TJ

ERG by Ken McIntyre  humour & cartoons
TUHE QUESTION by Ken McIntyre joke story & cartoon
Ompaviews

Cover: 'ERG incorporating 'wench'! 2 women .& Soggy Ty
WET SUNDAY humour a la woman's mag

THOUGHT FOR TCDAY fillo vesre 'manilla Hemp'

MRS FULLALOVE'S COLUMH Advice to readers

YOUR FUTURE IN THE STARS Horoscopes by 'Tipsy T Jecves!
DO IT YOURSELF Convert a @leessing table into a tea chest,
Ompaviews

Covert Shipwrecked soggies on desert island TJ
HOW MUCY IS THAT SOGGY IN THY INKWELL? Cartoon sales newss
JULY 26th AND ALL THAT Wedding announcement & coverage

Cover. Two soggies, one holding up w7 TJ
@encral natter and Ompaviews

Cover: Sogsy on moon meets Slurps T
IN TOQUCH WITH SPIRITS Humour
General nakter and Ompaviews

Bacover cartoon by EKen McIntyre

Personal views and news on spaceflight
Bcale drawings of uwissiles/launchers

IList of fen with rccorder & interests
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70 pages
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June 1962

14 pages
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2ot 1962
b pages

ER%:15
Jan 1963
12 pages

ERG,15
Apr 1963
12 pages

TRE,16
G 1963

% Dages

ERG 17
Oct 1963
6 pages

Cevaer: A%las rocket takiug off TJ

U»r, TC TATL Satellite launching details
SACTLLIVE SKICJLES Two-¢olour drawings
HIGHL LGS OF SLACH SHOTS Comnentary
SATELLITE LAUNCH VIHICLES

FUTURE SPACE PROJECTS

OMPAVITIS & other fanzines

Cover: Father Christmas cover by Iddie Jones
THIZ MURDER OF STXTON BLAKL by Tony Glynn
OMPAVIEYS 2% other fanzines

Cover: Thumb on rocket-firing button by IEddie Jones
AS I STE IT 440 by John Rackham

Cover: Futuristic city..™

HO FP'CR THE LIFE OF MIRTH
LOoCKING ROUND by DBrian Ball
THE RULES FOR BLIND FLYING
CROSSVWQORD OMPAVILES

Con Report, 8id Birchby

Humour, Anonynous

Cover: 'I RESIGN'!',.space ropcket going awry )
THE LADEL ON TUE CAN by J hn Rackham

NEW USES FOR OLD BODIES Humoure . @J

RUSSIA -~ STEPPE BY STEPPE Travelogue by Alan Burns
ALL THAT JAZZ Hnour,send up of New Orleans TJ
THE CHROMIUM-PLATED WILDERMNESS by Ted Tubb

CROSSWORD OMPAVIEWS

Cover: IDuined castle & sunrise TJ
ERGONICS FOR AMATTURS T
CROSSWORD FPANZINE REVISWS

Cover: Alohcrmist at work TJ
PROF, TITIC Cartoon strip TJ
ATRONAUTICAL DOODLING TJ

SIGN OF THE DYNE Eric Bentcliffe
CROSSWORD

Cover: Robot and Spaccship. Bryrgh stencil TJ
PETERBOROUGH IN PIECLS Con report

CROSSWORD FAVZINES

FOCUS ON THE INFERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE TJ

IT PAYS TO DICREASE YOUR WORD POYWERe .1 TJ

Cover: Jet plane shooting up rocket base TJ

ALTSON POGWORTHY'S 'BUY-LINES® TJ

THE GENTLE ART QOF STENCIL~DESECRATION How to cut stencils
IT STILL PAYS TO DECREASE YQUR WORD POWIERees.2 TJ

THE LAST VORD Valerie Jecves

OMPAVIEWS BOOK SALE LAST
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ig where I natter about this, that, and
a bit of the other...opening with a
fanzine from down unders..
THE MENTOR 5t 46pp A% mim. from Ron
Clarke, 6 Dellevue Rd. Faulconbridge,
NSw 2776, Australia. Items on Soviet
SF, 'poetry', reviews (2 dollops),
Fiction, letters, and some good
artwork (and a tepid portfolio)
Nice, varied and friendly..and nct
as with so many Aussie zines..tco
in-groupishs g£A.2 per issue..or
the usual and/or contribution.

P S et S ONOMA 2 73pp/AS5/offset comes from
-~ expatriate 'Jef' Bryan residing a%
92 Rue de 1'Arbe Saint-Roch, D-4#:380
Oupeye, DBelgium and is ceramued with
‘ _ " fiction ('Sea Change! is excellent)
verse, Con rep, medical items, reviews,beerg, a neatly edited/sorted snippet
lettercole.and lots more. No price given..but the editor wants contriba,
esnecially artwork..and a faunching letter will probably get you 8 copye
NYEKAS 32 10hpp/Qto,/litho Ixcellent artwork, Columns, Reviews of books,
films etcs, natter, fiction, verse, cartoons. Lots of something
for everybody and a good lettercol. A mamioth and superlative issue, dut
wanat do you expect with a production team of about 202 Get it for &2.50
from Bd Meskys, RFD.1 P.0.Box 63, Center Harbor, Kt 03226, USA,

I also keep getting ocodles of fanzines, letters and one-shots designed
to make me join up with one faction or another on a TAFF-harning fan-feud.
Pity, TAFF was one of fandom's best ideas..it still is, even though,.as is
jnevitable, it has thrown up a féw travellers who like the moving finger,
uocd oneeand kept moving without being lured back to write any sort of
{»ip report..indeed, some even gafiateds That's 1life. ILet's support TAFT
by getting back to plugging it everywhere (NOP just collecting or making
Gon-kitty donations)...and by nominating fen who are well known on both
s7des of the pond for more than a year's worth of controver. ial writing and
. oi-piibbing. Let's not hassle over WHO is nominated...if we don't care
#or Joe Nearfan, then let's not vote for him. Simple as thate..no need to
vrganise a minor riot as a protest. As for this silly howl that the UeSe
Ten will monopolise TAFF,.Rubbish! In the first place, since they supply
riost of the lolly, votes..and interest, why shouldn't they have a goodly
say on who they send..just as we have a good say in who we nominates.and
ia that context, have our past selections and programmes been so pristine?
¥orget the squabbling and support TAFF, not more fan politice of the kind
«wiich has debased the 'Doc Veir'! 8Sward. IT you really want a windmill to
#1171t ateo.why not the closedwshop, all pals together Book Awards ? '

MAKING DETTER MOVIES should have appeared on the newstands in February,
alone with a regular Soggy cartoons.you are going to buy jillions of copies
arentt you? Meanwhile Movie Maker has now ignored 3 letters asking for

Yt B


ideas..it
that..no
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the reiven of a dozen or so unused cartoons (going price, about £120+) which
seens prectty shobby treatment after having appeared in the mag for 25 yearse

Stay tuned for further instalments of this thrilling saga. s
A TARABLE MISTAKE (or DNQ 34) is another mammoth affair %né.%
of 90+ Qto. pages of mimeo work enharced by excellent

\ QﬁY\ j¥
artwork, most of it by Taral YWayne, 1812415 Willowdale ,‘s\;\t‘\"\ (‘ 6)
Ave, Hillowdale, Ontario, M2N 5B%, CANADA..and 2 copy
will cost youw ¥5.00. Columns, Fanzine Crits, TAFF
natter, a 'movie script?, DNQ's publishing history, and
a 15 page fiction item. This is the last issue..BUT
a response will get you in Taral's good books for his
n2xt production.

THE METAPHYSICAL REVIEW.2 18pp/A/mim from Bruce Qi Ll
Gillcopie, GPQO Box 5195AA, Melbourne,Victoria 3001 o it AR
Australia, Bruce talks about his job situatione.or {
lack thereof, experiences with a leaky tear duct and — =
a chaotic medical systeme Then a page or three of letters and to wind up,

two lengthy reviews of Aldiss?! *'Helliconia Spring'! and 'Helliconia Suarier!

A nice tidy balance between friendly and serious litecrit. Try LOC, stamps
or sheer flatterye.esor trade if you publish anything,

TRAP DOOR.3 c22pp/3A4 from Bob Lichtman, PO Box 30, Glenn Allen,CA 95442
for the usual or $2.00 an issue. An editorial on fan feuds (and an article)
a jaundiced look at cops and a political rally, general nattering and a
very good lettercol, neat production and good illose. Lighthearted, but not
gcsh wow fasnish, just a friendly read.

What have VANNALS OF OCCUPATIONAL HYGIENE', Messrs I.C.I. and BRITISH
RNUCLEAR FUELS got in common? Answer, my cartoons. After I sold two lots
to Monsanto Chemicals, they were used by their safely officer for a paper
in %Yinnals',.which led to both ICI and BNF (Good initials, what?) to write
and ask where they could get some mores..so right now, I'm waiting to see
if they will pay the going rate I'm askinge Fingers crossede

LATZR. st otter to the Managing Director of liovie Maker's publishers came up
trumpseegot my stuff back (well, some of it) TWO letters of apology..one
from Publisher, one from Editors..and a complimentary copy.

X¥3TER 8 (which is pronounced 'Xyster!') boas's 50 8%, iconoclastic pages
with vmpteen illos..original and stolen from 'Chums'! and the likes You get
Dave Waod(1 Friary Close, Marine Hill,Clevedon,Avon BS21 7QA) on trips to
Yugoslavia s.and other sinister affairge. The text of Dave Langfordits
hilacious Novacon speech (this alone is worth the price of admission) plus
ivems by Mal Ashworth and Hazel Ashworth as well as a whole raft of letfers.
Not faanish/Gosh Wow, but if yout're a serious cove, then this isn't for you
as it dares to make fun of SF, sacred cows and people, egadl Good ‘une

MATNSTREAM 40 48pp/Qto from Suzanne Tompkins,4326 Winslow Place North,
Seattle,WA 98103,USA is crammed with entertaining pieces..Bob Shaw, tour
bits, hand stencil cutting, a radio poetry reading, a Con-bid 'joke! that
went sour and excellent illos, If all that sounds trite..IT ISN'T, as each
item is so well written as to grab and hold your interest. One of the best
zines I've read in quite 2 while with NOTHING dull in it. For trade, LOC,
stamps,contribs, whatevers Mention ERG and you might get one thrown at you.

DWW MEIMORY BANK LANE Two sets only of ERG79-90 containing all 12 episodes
of the scries. First two orders gets 'em. £6 or g6,00 a set,
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Dl .Jones

The QOpen University
o 4 S gine i % @ % - " Pergamton Press
Noitiale Satite SRHGSERG S8 B § ¢ : 5 3 M. aper

£ i ~£«;' x i ; L2l 25 hardcover

3: .3;' o

This hefty
(z52pn 125 illus.)
volume opens with a
chapter explalning
basic astronouy,
orbital elements,
ephemerae, planetary
laws and teriinology.
Then follows an
exhaustive look at
the Larth, its comp-
osition, tectonics,
radiometric dating and
other facets too numernus
to mention here. This leads
to similar inspections of
the other planets, their
poons (ours included), the
asteroids, comets and even the
various ring systerns. Close
attention is given to physical
nake-up, chemistry, plus any
relevant orpital and/or landing
nissions along with current ideas
as to origins and formation. In that line, there is also a chaplter on the
rice and fall of planetary formations; a Ribliography guides you to further
w3nding and an index helps you find everything. 4 nice touch is the
inclusion of clearly marked explanations of the more technical parts and the
thcivsion of revision queslions (s2dly without answers). UNot easy FOLNg,
hut of very high information content as this IS a textbook, not a cheapjack
popularisation. ZTdeal for reference or study, and indispensable for all
v~u would-be writers who want to 'get it rightt.

?ﬂﬁzﬁégzgggggé fin Introduction gives a brief biogpaphical note on
Jaha Russell Fearn .'earn, and how this long~lost novel, previously only
. Harboitle 22,00 published in shorter form, was acquired.

[V

(%2 Tynedale Aveas, The story tells how an innocently intended (though
Wallsend, stupid) Martian act leads to a terrible menace being
Tyne & ‘ear) loosed on Rarth. The small, flying, lizard-like

slitherers move at fantastic speed, attack on sight and
azquife the intelligence of their victims. MNot only do they defeat noves
speinst them, but begin their own attacks on civilisations There's a nice
suing in the tale, which despite a certain naivete reminiscent of the
farties conveys a strong sense of escalating menace., Liecomimended to all
JKF Tans who remember him fondly as 'The Cover Copper'..or uore recently,
ag ‘Vargo Statten’









